Transformation Of Islamic Religious Education: An Analysis of The
Implementation of the Independent Curriculum in Class VII SMPN 3
Pamekasan

Ach. Sayyi
TAI Al-Khairat Pamekasan
Abdul Gaffar
IAI Al-Khairat Pamekasan
Shofiyatun Nisak
TAI Al-Khairat Pamekasan
shofinisak@gmail.com

Corresponding Author: Ach. Sayyi
Article history: Received: April 15, 2023 | Revised: June 24, 2023 | Available
Online: Juli 27, 2023

Abstract

This study aims to describe the implementation of the independent curriculum at SMPN 3
Pamekasan, especially in Islamic religious education. Qualitative approach. Case study type.
Data were collected from the principal, curriculum vice principal, teachers, and students
through observation, interviews, and documentation. Data were analysed with an interactive
model and validated with various techniques. The results showed that the independent
curriculum involves intracurricular, Pancasila learner profile strengthening projects, and
extracurricular. The independent curriculum provides flexible, creative, and meaningful
learning experiences and maintains the Pancasila learner profile. The independent curriculum
also provides opportunities for students to develop academic and non-academic potential.
The independent curriculum in Islamic religious education includes subjects such as Al-
Qur'an and Hadith, Aqgidah, Akhlak, and Figh. Implementing an independent curriculum
involves continuous planning, implementation, and evaluation. The independent curriculum
positively impacts students, teachers and schools but also requires support, commitment and
further research.
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Introduction

Implementing the Merdeka Curriculum marks a significant shift in Indonesia's
educational landscape, particularly within the Islamic Religious Education (IRE) domain. As
a subject rooted in moral and spiritual development, IRE serves as a cornerstone for
fostering students' character and ethical understanding. The Merdeka Curriculum, designed
to promote flexibility and student-centred learning, introduces opportunities for innovative
teaching while presenting unique challenges, especially in aligning the curriculum with the
pedagogical principles of Islamic education.

The Merdeka Curriculum was introduced to address pervasive challenges in the
Indonesian education system, such as outdated pedagogical approaches, a lack of inclusivity,
and inadequate adaptability to local and global demands (Suryahadikusumah et al., 2021;
Nasution, 2023). These issues are particularly pronounced in the context of IRE, where
educators are tasked with integrating religious teachings with modern educational practices.
Unlike previous curricula, the Merdeka Curriculum emphasises autonomy for schools and
teachers to contextualise learning according to student needs and local circumstances,
making its implementation a complex but potentially transformative process (Alfaeni &
Asbari, 2023).

Previous research on curriculum changes in Indonesia has extensively documented
shifts from the 2013 Curriculum to the Merdeka Curriculum, focusing primarily on general
education (Muhtar & Dallyono, 2020; Rahayu & Sudirman, 2018). However, the specific
implications of these changes for IRE have been underexplored. This gap is significant, as
IRE is uniquely positioned to address Indonesian society's moral and ethical challenges while
simultaneously adapting to modern educational demands. Studies such as those by Fauzan
et al. (2021) and Nizar (2020) have highlighted the importance of integrating Islamic values
into curriculum design. However, little attention has been given to practical implementation
challenges and opportunities at the junior high school level.

Implementing the Merdeka Curriculum in IRE requires addressing several critical
issues. Teachers must balance the curriculum's emphasis on student-centred learning with
the delivery of religious teachings, which traditionally follow a more structured and doctrinal
approach (Purwanto & Afandi, 2020). Additionally, resource constraints, lack of teacher
training, and resistance to change further complicate the implementation process (Rahman
& Syafr’i, 2019; Rambung et al., 2023). Understanding how these challenges manifest in the

context of IRE is essential for developing strategies to enhance the curticulum's impact.
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This research focuses on implementing the Merdeka Curriculum in IRE at SMPN 3
Pamekasan, exploring its practical implications, challenges, and opportunities. Specifically, it
aims to assess the alignment between curriculum objectives and classroom practices, identify
barriers encountered during implementation, and propose strategies for improving the
curriculum's effectiveness. By addressing these aspects, the study seeks to fill gaps in the
literature while providing actionable insights for educators, policymakers, and stakeholders.

Ultimately, this research contributes to the discourse on educational reform in
Indonesia, emphasising the role of IRE in bridging traditional values with contemporary
educational practices. The findings aim to support the broader goals of the Merdeka
Curriculum in enhancing the quality and relevance of education while ensuring its
compatibility with the unique pedagogical needs of Islamic education. By doing so, this study
advances scholarly understanding and offers practical recommendations to improve the

implementation of curriculum reforms in Indonesia.

RESEARCH METHOD

In this study, researchers used a qualitative approach. This type of case study is very
suitable for research related to teaching and learning activities, both from the experience of
teachers and students and direct experience (Yin, 2015).

Primary data is collected directly from the source and processed by the organisation or
individual. Those included in the primary data are as follows: Principal of SMPN 3
Pamekasan, Waka curriculum of SMPN 3 Pamekasan, Islamic religious education teacher of
SMPN 3 Pamekasan, seventh-grade students of SMPN 3 Pamekasan, students' learning
atmosphere in class VII of SMPN 3 Pamekasan. In this study, the data collection techniques
researchers used were observation (Observation), interview (interview), and documentation
analysis.

Data analysis is an analysis of interviews, observations and existing documentation
results. Data analysis in this study was carried out before entering the field, during the field,
and after completion of the field (Sugiyono, 2019). This study's data analysis activities are
carried out interactively and occur continuously until completion, so the data is saturated.
The data analysis in qualitative research is as follows: Data collection, data reduction, data

presentation, and conclusion drawing (Moleong, 2018).
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Implementation of Merdeka Curriculum at SMPN 3 Pamekasan

The Merdeka Curriculum is an innovative step in Indonesian education that allows
schools and educators to customise teaching methods and learning materials according to
student's needs, interests, and contexts. This approach encourages creativity and instils local
wisdom relevant to the dynamics of the local community. As Ningsih (2023) stated, this
policy allows local governments and schools to adapt the education system according to
regional conditions and available resources. With its flexible and student-centred approach,
this curriculum supports independent learning and holistic development, which are priorities
for 21st-century education (Anggara et al., 2023; Gaffar et al., 2021).

At SMPN 3 Pamekasan, the Merdeka Curriculum is implemented through three main
components: extracurricular activities, the Pancasila Student Profile Strengthening Project
(P5), and extracurricular activities. These three elements create a balanced learning
experience, integrating academic knowledge, practical skills, and character building.

1. Intracurricular Activities

Intracurricular activities are the foundation of implementing the Merdeka
Curriculum at SMPN 3 Pamekasan. This curriculum focuses on classroom learning and
includes subjects such as Islamic Religious Education (PAI), social studies, and
citizenship. As Ridho (2019) emphasised, the Merdeka Curriculum's extracurricular
structure allows teachers to choose learning strategies and techniques that suit their
students' needs. This approach improves students' understanding of the material and
develops critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

At SMPN 3 Pamekasan, extracurricular activities are planned annually, allowing
teachers to integrate innovative methods. In the context of Islamic Religious Education
(PAI), learning is not only limited to religious understanding but also incorporates
contemporary pedagogical approaches to instil moral and spiritual values relevant to
students' daily lives.

2. Pancasila Student Profile Strengthening Project (P5)

The Pancasila Learner Profile Strengthening Project (P5) is a flagship feature of the
Merdeka Curriculum that emphasises project-based learning. This approach encourages
students to tackle real-world problems by developing critical thinking, collaboration and
problem-solving skills. These projects reflect Pancasila values such as environmental

sustainability, social responsibility and intercultural tolerance.
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At SMPN 3 Pamekasan, these projects are a means of practical learning and a
medium to instil character education. With 25% of annual learning time allocated for P5,
the school supports research showing that project-based learning can significantly
improve student engagement and learning outcomes (Pertiwi et al., 2023). In addition,
integrating Pancasila values into the project ensures that students understand local and
global issues and practice the values daily.

3. Extracurricular Activities

Extracurricular activities at SMPN 3 Pamekasan are designed to support the
development of students' non-academic talents and interests. Programs such as art, sports,
and scouting become a vehicles for instilling social skills, cooperation, and leadership.
Rahmadayanti and Hartoyo (2022) noted that the extracurricular program at this school
is divided into compulsory activities (such as scouting) and elective activities, which ensure
all students can participate in meaningful development experiences.

Through these activities, students gain additional learning experiences outside the
classroom and learn to manage time, build self-confidence and explore their potential.
These programs support the Merdeka Curriculum's mission to create learners who are not

only intellectually intelligent but also emotionally and socially mature.

Islamic Religious Education in Merdeka Curriculum

Islamic Religious Education (PAI) under the Merdeka Curriculum is designed to
provide a deep understanding of Islamic teachings while integrating modern educational
principles. This allows students to fulfil their religious obligations while remaining relevant
to the challenges of the modern world. Research by Nadhiroh and Anshori (2023)
emphasised the importance of including moral and ethical dimensions in the curriculum, as
seen in the approach implemented at SMPN 3 Pamekasan.

The implementation of PATI involves three main stages: planning, implementation, and
evaluation. Teachers design learning modules that focus on the Qur'an, Hadith, Figh, and
Akhlak and are relevant to students' daily lives. Thus, students are equipped with conceptual
understanding and the practical ability to apply religious values.

Although the Merdeka Curriculum offers various opportunities for innovation, its
implementation is not free from challenges. The two main challenges that are often faced

are:
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1. Standardization: The absence of a uniform standard benchmark can create gaps in
learning outcomes between regions.
2. Resources: Limited teacher training and educational facilities are significant barriers.

However, the flexibility of the Merdeka Curriculum provides a great opportunity for
schools to design learning experiences relevant to local needs. To overcome this challenge,
measures such as:

1. Professional training for teachers.
2. Regular assessments to monitor learning outcomes.
3. Development of a clear framework for implementation

This study contributes to the curriculum reform literature by revealing how integrating
religious values and local traditions can work harmoniously with modern educational
principles. SMPN 3 Pameckasan demonstrates that the Merdeka Curriculum can be an
effective implementation model, balancing flexibility and quality standards to ensure
meaningful and equitable learning outcomes.

In addition, these findings provide practical recommendations for policymakers and
educators to improve the effectiveness of Merdeka Curriculum implementation. By bridging
the gap in previous research, this study lays the groundwork for further exploration of the
relationship between religion, education and curriculum innovation in Indonesia. The
Merdeka Curriculum is an educational instrument and a tool to shape a creative, adaptive

and highly moral generation.

CONCLUSION

Implementing the independent curriculum at SMPN 3, Pamekasan involves three main
contents: extracurricular, a project to strengthen the profile of Pancasila students, and
extracurricular. Implementing this independent curriculum aims to provide a more flexible,
creative, and meaningful learning experience for students, as well as to strengthen the profile
of Pancasila learners with skills, knowledge, and attitudes that are based on the values of
Pancasila. Implementing this independent curriculum also allows students to develop their
potential in academic and non-academic fields according to their interests and talents.
Implementing an independent curriculum in Islamic religious education at SMPN 3
Pamekasan includes subjects such as Al-Qur'an and Hadith, Aqidah, Akhlak, and Figh. The
implementation process involves planning, implementation, and continuous evaluation. The

implementation of the independent curriculum at SMPN 3 Pamekasan has had a positive
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impact on students, teachers, and schools. However, implementing this independent
curriculum requires adequate support from all parties involved, including facilities, resources,
and commitment. In addition, implementing this independent curriculum also needs further

evaluation and research to measure its effectiveness and benefits more comprehensively.

Vol 01, No 02, Juli 2023
16



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Ainia, D. K. (2020). Merdeka belajar dalam pandangan Ki Hadjar Dewantara dan
relevansinya bagi pengembanagan pendidikan karakter. Jurnal Filsafat Indonesia, 3(3), 95—
101.

Alfaeni, S. I, & Asbari, M. (2023). Kurikulum Merdeka: Fleksibilitas Kurikulum bagi Guru
dan Siswa. Journal of Information Systems and Management (JISM.A), 2(5), 86-92.

Alifah, S. (2021). Peningkatan Kualitas Pendidikan Di Indonesia Untuk Mengejar
Ketertinggalan Dari Negara Lain Education in Indonesia and Abroad: Advantages and
Lacks. CERMIN: Jurnal Penelitian, 5(1), 113—122.

Anggara, A., Amini, A., Faridah, F., Siregar, M., Faraiddin, M., & Syafrida, N. (2023).
Penerapan Kurikulum Merdeka Belajar pada Satuan Pendidikan Jenjang SMP. Jurnal
Pendidikan Dan Konseling (JPDK), 5(1), 1899—1904.

AR, Z.T. (2018). Dinamika Perkembangan Kurikulum Pendidikan Pesantren; Satu Analisis
Filosofis. E/-Banat: Jurnal Pemikiran Dan Pendidikan Islam, 8(1), 1-21.

Atika, F. A., & Ikaputra, I. (2023). Permukiman Kumuh Ditinjau dari Kontinum Formal dan
Informal (Studi Kasus: Permukiman Kumuh Lintas Negara). Media Komunikasi Geografi,
24(2), 168-188.

Gaffar, A., Mubarokah, L., & Fithriah, 1. (2021). Pengembangan Kepribadian Spiritualitas
Melalui Penanaman Perilaku Religius Siswa Smp Mambaul Ulum Bata-Bata Puteri
Palengaan Pamekasan. Journal Of Islamic Education Policy, 6(1).

Hattarina, S., Saila, N., Faradilla, A., Putri, D. R., & Putri, R. R. G. A. (2022). Implementasi
Kurikulum Medeka Belajar Di Lembaga Pendidikan. In Sewznar Nasional Sosial, Sains,
Pendidian, Humaniora (SENASSDRA) (Vol. 1, pp. 181-192).

Machali, I. (2014). Kebijakan perubahan kurikulum 2013 dalam menyongsong Indonesia
emas tahun 2045. Jurnal Pendidikan Isiam, 3(1), 71-94.

Mahbubah, L., Amin, A. F., Aziz, A., Rozi, A. F., & Badriyadi, A. (2022). KETERAMPILAN
DASAR MENGAJAR GURU DALAM PEMBELAJARAN TAJWID DI RA
MAMBAUL ULUM BATA-BATA. Tarbawi, 10(02), 1-16.

Minto, D. W., Anshori, D. S., & Sunendar, D. (2023). Analisis Perubahan Permenristekdikti
Nomor 33 Tahun 2018 Ke Kemendikbud-Ristek Nomor 32 Tahun 2021. EDUKATIF:
JURNAL II.MU PENDIDIKAN, 5(2), 833—848.

Moleong, L. J. (2018). Metodologi penelitian kualitatif. Bandung: PT Remaja Rosdakarya.

Muhammedi, M. (2016). Perubahan Kurikulum Di Indonesia: Studi kritis tentang upaya
menemukan Kurikulum Pendidikan islam yang ideal. Jurnal Randhah, 4(1).

Nadhiroh, S., & Anshori, I. (2023). Implementasi Kurikulum Merdeka Belajar dalam
Pengembangan Kemampuan Berpikir Kritis pada Pembelajaran Pendidikan Agama
Islam. Fitrah: Journal of Islamic Edncation, 4(1), 56—68.

Nasution, A. F. (2023). Hambatan dan tantangan implementasi kurikulum merdeka di MTS
Raudlatul Uluum Aek Nabara Labuhanbatu. Journal on Education, 5(4), 17308-17313.

Nelisma, Y. (2022). Implementasi Kurikulum Merdeka Belajar Perpektif Manajemen
Pendidikan Islam. A/-Fabim: Jurnal Manajemen Pendidikan Isiam, 4(2), 158—172.

Vol 01, No 02, Juli 2023
17



Ach. Sayyi, Abdul Gaffar, Shofiyatun Nisak

Ningsih, N. (2023). Penerapan Kurikulum Merdeka Belajar di UPT SMP Negeri 9 Gresik.
DIDAKTIKA: Jurnal Pemikiran Pendidikan, 29(1), 144—151.

Nurhantara, Y. R., & Utami, R. D. (2023). Implementasi Profil Pelajar Pancasila Dalam
Pembelajaran PAI dan Budi Pekerti Berbasis Merdeka Belajar. Jurmal Elementaria
Edukasia, 6(2), 736-746.

Pertiwi, P. D., Novaliyosi, N., Nindiasari, H., & Sukirwan, S. (2023). Analisis Kesiapan Guru
Matematika dalam Implementasi Kurikulum Merdeka. JIIP-Jurnal 1iniah 1inn Pendidikan,
6(3), 1717-1726.

Rahmadayanti, D., & Hartoyo, A. (2022). Potret kurikulum merdeka, wujud merdeka belajar
di sekolah dasar. Jurnal Basicedu, 6(4), 7174-7187.

Rambung, O. S., Sion, S., Bungamawelona, B., Puang, Y. B., & Salenda, S. (2023).
Transformasi Kebijakan Pendidikan Melalui Implementasi Kurikulum Merdeka Belajar.
JIP: Jurnal Ilmu Pendidikan, 1(3), 598—612.

Ridho, A. (2019). Pekan Ngaji Dan Peningkatan Motivasi Belajar Siswa Kelas X MA C
Mambaul Ulum Bata-Bata. FIKROTUNA: Jurnal Pendidikan Dan Manajemen Isiam, 9(1),
1179-1193

Sugiyono. (2019). Metode Penelitian Pendidikan. Bandung: Alfabeta.

Supit, D., Masinambow, D. A., Repi, H. K., Naharia, O., & Jacobus, S. N. H. (2023).
Implementasi Kurikulum Merdeka Belajar di SMP Negeri 1 Talawaan. Madani: Jurnal
Limiah Multidisiplin, 1(5).

Susilowati, E. (2022). Implementasi kurikulum merdeka belajar pada mata pelajaran
pendidikan agama Islam. A/-Miskawaib: Journal of Science Education, 1(1), 115-132.

Yin, R. K. (2015). Studi Kasus (Desain & Metode)(Ed. 1st)(Cet-14). Jakarta: Rajawali Pers.

Vol 01, No 02, Juli 2023
18



